MYD Officer Application

2012
To be voted on Tuesday, January 17, 2012 at the MYD General Meeting

Applications will be available on gomyd.com for the membership to view on Jan 9
Applicants must be a 2012 dues paying member

Please submit to Emmy at president@gomyd.com by 6PM on January 9, 2012
Name:
Robin Brown
Position Running For: Vice President 
E-Mail: rlynbrown@gmail.com



Phone Number: 716.392.4859
Occupation: Event Coordinator 
MYD events attended in 2011: 
General Meetings 
Engendering Progress

Planned Parenthood Rally
Phone banking and canvassing for Marriage Equality 

Open Seat Petitioning 

MYD BBQ

Gay Pride March

YDA National Convention

Young Gets It Done

Phonebanking for Dan Quart 

Canvassing for George Kevgas

Holiday Party
Please answer the following questions. Brevity will win you points with voters.

1) What is your vision for the Manhattan Young Democrats for 2012? Give some concrete examples of initiatives you would like to undertake before the end of the year.
2012 is a big year for New York Democrats. There are many upcoming races in which MYD can take the lead.
In November of 2012, MYD should be recognized in the victory speeches of newly elected candidates in recognition of the importance of our organization and of young people’s participation in the political process. A lot of work will be required to accomplish this goal, but with the enthusiasm of our membership, I believe we are up for the challenge.  This will not only entail that we work with a few candidates early on in the campaign season, but will also require that we have a strong showing of support by aggressively reaching out to our members. I will be up for that challenge and am willing to put in the hard work necessary to make our efforts successful. 
To maintain our relevance in the political landscape, we must also continue to grow our membership. I propose a two-year membership option for membership renewal that would allow our members to roll over. That way, we can begin each year with a larger base of members. 

Finally, MYD must build partnerships with Democratic organizations throughout the City. I have done events with organizations like Harlem4 and would love for MYD reach out to similar organizations for events and initiatives. This will give us the chance to broaden our membership base and help us promote our organization and our party to a larger base that we may not have tapped into yet. 

2) Why do you think you’re a good fit? Please list relevant experiences you would draw from and strengths you could bring to the position you are running for. 
As I have mentioned above, I believe elections are very important for MYD this year My expertise is in political campaigns and professional organizing. I have worked on several elections including the 2008 Obama campaign as a staffer in both the primary and general election. Working in Pennsylvania, Ohio and New Hampshire, I saw firsthand the tremendous impact a bus full of NYC volunteers could have on a campaign in a battleground State.
I have also served in various roles on campaigns throughout New York, from working as a Field Coordinator to serving as a Campaign Manager.  These experiences have provided me with a clear vision of what it takes to win an election, whether it is city, county, state or federal.  I can work with campaigns to maximize the effectiveness of MYD; so that were we go and where we are most needed will help keep NYS blue. 
I also serve on the board of several non-profit organizations (WomenElect, White Roof Project, and Citizen Action).  My work with these organizations taught me the value and importance of coordination in achieving a common goal.  MYD has shown itself to be a successful organization, but our State and our City face great challenges. I believe we can meet these challenges by partnering with other good government groups and forming united fronts to improve our communities. I believe my personal network would be a tremendous asset in realizing this aspect of our organization.
3) Serving on the executive board of MYD is a significant time commitment. How committed will you be as a member -- how would you be able to fit your leadership responsibilities within your current schedule? Please list your commitments outside of your employment (i.e. leadership positions in other clubs).
My career is my biggest time commitment, but my current position allows for a flexible schedule. I have also been cleared from any conflicts with boards or volunteer positions I currently hold. I take my commitments very seriously, and I hold MYD in the highest of regards. If elected to the position of Vice President, I vow to make that responsibility a priority.
4) What 3 (three) issues would you consider most important to New York?
Economic Development – This issue was the focus of the State of State this year. I think we need to make sure our Governor keeps employment and growth as his main focus for the entire year. We also can partner with other groups and organization to make certain that he keeps the promises he made in his address (i.e., land developed in West Manhattan). 

Public Financing of Elections – This issue is very important for New York State. Public Financing of Elections would mean taking back the State Senate would be much easier. Not only will this help level the playing field for Democrats in general, but it will also help more Young Democrats run for office.  It will also refocus elections on voters; not on donors.

Hydrofracking – This is a debate that has been going strong for over a year, and it has tremendous consequences on our health. We can already see that 2012 will be a big year for this issue as candidates will be pushed to support one side over the other. We need to help other groups show support for a ban on Hydrofracking in New York. 

5) In 2012, the Democratic Party will be focused on winning important state and national elections. How do you think MYD should be involved?
Just like in 2008, MYD should be front and center in elections this year – Presidential, Congressional, and State offices. 
One way we can make an immediate impact is though voter registration drives. This is very important in NYC where we have a continuous influx of new voters. MYD has an opportunity to take the lead here. Since we are Young Democrats, we should focus on registering young voters. We can do this by working with OFA and local universities. Just having a presence on campus or near campus housing will bring awareness to registering and to our organization.  We can also host a voter registration drive near public housing. Bringing the registration booth to the local residents helps them accomplish something they might have wanted to do but did not have the time to finish. 
During the elections, we will be able to help and even coordinate our own phone banks and canvassing with trips to nearby swing states. Coordinating with other groups will help ease the cost while bringing in new members. 

6) What do you see as the biggest challenge to engaging young voters? In broad terms, how can we make changes to correct it?
I believe the biggest challenge this year will be apathy. Many voters will think it’s a done deal that the President or the local races will go democratic just because they live in a blue state. From the elections in 2010 we know that to be incorrect. 

We need to be fun and excitement to the process. During the 2008 elections we went where young voters were going to be already, such as college parties, clubs, bowling alleys, etc. They were able to see that elections didn’t have to just be about sitting in a community meeting for hours listening to people speak. I think we should use this tactic again to engage young voters.  By hosting parties at local bars with our logo and making ourselves available to talk to people and answer questions, we will make an impact on newly activated activists.  The event and the conversations we have will stick with them, and they will remember to vote on Election Day. 

 
7)  (Optional) Is there anything else you think MYD’s membership and leadership should know about you before reviewing you application? 
I have been a part of democratic clubs for a few years now. Some were very active but lacked growth and others were not active at all. When I moved to Manhattan and became a member of MYD, I was pleasantly surprised by the level of organization and the level of enthusiasm the member base had for the organization. It has been an amazing experience being welcomed into such an incredible group of people. I would be honored to make that experience possible for more people in 2012.
