MYD Officer Application

2012
To be voted on Tuesday, January 17, 2012 at the MYD General Meeting

Applications will be available on gomyd.com for the membership to view on Jan 9
Applicants must be a 2012 dues paying member

Please submit to Emmy at president@gomyd.com by 6PM on January 9, 2012
Name:
 Cory Evans
Position Running For: Secretary
E-Mail: c.alexander.evans@gmail.com



Phone Number: (858) 349-8534
Occupation: Political Analyst and Research Coordinator, The Consulate-General of Japan in New York
MYD events attended in 2011: 

General Meetings for February, April and May – December

All 2011 Meetings of the Healthcare Committee and several other committee meetings

Phone-banking for Marriage Equality 
Open Seat Kickoff Party
Open Seat Petitioning
Gay Pride March
Young Gets It Done
Hand in Hand – 9/11 Remembrance Event
Phone-banking for Dan Quart
Canvassing for Dan Quart
Volunteering, Dress for Success, Yorkville Common Pantry
Holiday Party

Please answer the following questions. Brevity will win you points with voters.

1) What is your vision for the Manhattan Young Democrats for 2012? Give some concrete examples of initiatives you would like to undertake before the end of the year.

What an exciting year 2012 will be for MYD!  As a club, we’ll be involved in the Presidential and congressional elections along with key local races, especially in the State Senate. MYD was instrumental in achieving a number of progressive victories in 2011, including our big win on marriage equality. I know we can build on that momentum in 2012 to help the Democratic Party regain control of the state legislature and to help President Obama win reelection. 

Campaigning is a lot of fun and I anticipate we’ll see a lot of interest in bus trips out to Pennsylvania and New Hampshire for canvassing. One of my priorities as secretary will be to assist with these efforts by helping to coordinate logistics, scheduling and day-to-day operations. I also want to focus on keeping the enthusiasm and involvement of new members we meet during our campaign trips high. The way I see it, if we’ve convinced a new member to volunteer with MYD on the weekends, maybe we can persuade a new member to come to our general meetings or get involved with a committee. 

On a more personal level, my primary goal as secretary will be to handle the operational details of our meetings, events and activities so that the president can focus on pursuing her long-term vision for MYD. For example, in 2012 we’re planning a renewed focus on rebuilding and expanding our alumni network - reaching out to past members who are active political leaders like Scott Stringer, Eric Schneiderman and Linda Rosenthal. Working closely with our political director, I hope to compile a detailed alumni list that can help MYD manage these relationships. 
2) Why do you think you’re a good fit? Please list relevant experiences you would draw from and strengths you could bring to the position you are running for. 

It’s fair to say that being secretary is my shtick – it’s been that way since I served as secretary for the People’s Parking Party of my college’s student senate. I like taking notes, I like managing details and I like operations. My career relies on these skills - my job at the Japanese Consulate consists primarily of coordinating the research of various different departments, and before that I worked as a research secretary for Michael Arcuri, then serving as the Democratic Member of Congress from New York’s 24th district. I feel that I bring useful skills to the table as a candidate: attention to detail, a focus on execution and a commitment to working well on a team. 
On the organizational side, I’ve been involved with MYD for the last year and a half. My first event was a general meeting during the summer of 2010 and I’ve always remembered the warmth and openness with which my fiancé and I were greeted. I was able to ramp up my involvement when I left my work in Washington earlier this year, and since then I’ve tried to attend every event that we’ve scheduled. I’m excited by the opportunity to help MYD in a new way in 2012. 
3) Serving on the executive board of MYD is a significant time commitment. How committed will you be as a member -- how would you be able to fit your leadership responsibilities within your current schedule? Please list your commitments outside of your employment (i.e. leadership positions in other clubs).
Work at the Consulate is the usual 9-5, leaving the weekends and the evenings free to attend our events. I had no difficulty in attending events throughout the week and on the weekends in 2011 and I don’t expect that to change. I am involved with my local Democratic club, I assist with fundraising for several Democratic campaigns, and I am on the Board of Governors for the Marshall Chess Club, but I do not expect that these commitments will in any way impair my commitment to MYD. 

4) What 3 (three) issues would you consider most important to New York?
One priority is definitely hydraulic fracturing. Fracturing is a technology that has the potential to cause truly catastrophic damage to the environment in New York State. I’m as excited as anyone about the future economy of New York, but we have got to make sure we use this technology responsibly, safely and with an eye toward making sure our natural resources stay intact.
Unemployment is another focus. We’ve got to make sure that New York helps those who have been hurt the worst by this recession. Governor Cuomo put forward some interesting ideas in his State of the State address earlier this month, but I’d have liked to see a greater focus on youth mentoring, career training and assistance for small businesses – especially small businesses owned by first-generation immigrants, who face unique challenges. 

Finally, redistricting and the electoral process will be an important topic to keep in our sights throughout 2012. From gerrymandering to pushing the primaries back to a day when a lot of New Yorkers are on vacation, the democratic process faces many threats. We’ve got to make sure that New York’s elections are open, fair and transparent - and we have to protect the rights of minority and youth voters.
5) In 2012, the Democratic Party will be focused on winning important state and national elections. How do you think MYD should be involved?
As the youth wing of the Democratic Party in Manhattan, MYD should be involved in every step of the campaign process. At the federal level, MYD can leverage our strong relationships with Organizing for America and Greater NYC for Change to assist President Obama with his reelection and to help Democrats regain control of the House of Representatives. I’m hoping that we can also assist our fellow youth clubs out in Queens and Brooklyn on gathering volunteers for key districts, like the ninth and thirteenth. 

At the state level, I believe we should focus our efforts on a few key state senate races, working in coordination with the state party and organizations like the No Bad Apples PAC. With a targeted effort, MYD could be a difference maker in the campaigns that will decide the fate of the New York state legislature. We can also help build the future of the Democratic Party by maintaining our traditional focus on youth voter registration throughout the year. 
6) What do you see as the biggest challenge to engaging young voters? In broad terms, how can we make changes to correct it?
Republican efforts to restrict voting through legislation around the country are a major obstacle to maintaining youth engagement. We can help push back against this trend by registering young people to vote and stressing the importance of participation. The fundamental truth is that demographic groups with higher turnouts hold more political power. MYD can help young people realize that in order to pass legislation that addresses concerns like youth unemployment and student loans we’ve got to get our voices heard. 

7)  (Optional) Is there anything else you think MYD’s membership and leadership should know about you before reviewing you application? 
MYD is a wonderful organization and I’m honored to be a part of it. I love our members and our events, I love the way we work together and, most of all, I love that there is a place that we can go and talk endlessly about politics with other young people. When I see other young people helping Dan Quart win election by handing out literature with me at 7:30 AM on 86th and Lexington, I can’t help but feel very proud of the work we do and the values that we represent. 
I know 2012 will be a great year for MYD! Thank you for taking the time to consider my application and thank you all for contributing so much time and effort toward making MYD such a unique and outstanding club.
